FACT SHEET

Cigarette Purchases by Youth

In 2013, 10% of Wyoming high school smokers younger than
18 years of age reported that they usually got their own
cigarettes by buying them in a store or gas station.* This
percentage has remained stable since 2001 in both Wyoming
and the United States.®

Synar Compliance Checks

In 2013, Wyoming’s noncompliance rate for Synar inspections,
which do not include citations for violators, was 7.6%. Clerks
asking for identification has consistently been the strongest
predictor of violations; clerks who ask for identification are
unlikely to sell tobacco to a minor.*
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Noncompliance rates measured by the WASCOP inspections,
which include citing violators, have been lower than 18% since
2003.23

Perceived Access to Cigarettes

It may be easier for youth to purchase or otherwise access
cigarettes as they approach the age of 18.
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Youth Access to Smokeless Tobacco

Commonly, youth receive smokeless tobacco from non-relative
adults.® In 2012, 6% of Wyoming middle school students and
19% of high school students younger than 18 years of age who
used smokeless tobacco reported they purchased their own
tobacco from a store.®
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Tobacco Restrictions at School

A school is considered tobacco-free when there is a policy
that specifically prohibits the use of all types of tobacco
(including cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, cigars, and pipes)
by all people (all students, faculty/staff, and visitors) at all
times (including during non-school hours) and in all places
(including school-sponsored events held off campus). In
2012, 49.7% of Wyoming schools were smokefree.” The
percentage of students reporting cigarette use on school
property has declined since 1995 in both Wyoming and the
United States. 5 The Wyoming and U.S. rates have been
similar.

High School Students’ Cigarette Use on School Property
in the Past 30 Days, 1995-2013%°
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